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Using COTS to Streamline Operations
By ATCA memberSteven Ozuna, President, New Bedford
Panoramex Corporation

s FAA prepares to move forward on a shoestring budg
thanks to a Continuing Resolution that will likdigeze
spending for the rest of Fiscal Year 2007, we sdkiation
community will be forced to do more with less. Aseault,
industry and the FAA will have to work more closéhan
ever before to deploy cost-effective, commerciétioé shelf
technology (COTS) to streamline operations.

A prime example where COTS technologies cart im@eent
and future needs, at low cost, is the deploymetti®integrated
Control and Monitoring System (ICMS). ICMS is a ntoning
and control system that accepts status informditam
navigational landing aid equipment and visual ajdipment at
an airport and displays the status information @ntouch screen
display system.

ICMS allows controllers and maintenance persbtm
identify and resolve problems more quickly and fou their
primary mission of landing planes safely. ICMS also
consolidates
the array of switches and panels in the towerant@mmon
touch screen display providing a standardized techire
within the NAS, freeing up valuable tower real &stdaCMS is
currently installed and operational at eight m&jd8. airports:
Minneapolis, Phoenix, Salt Lake City, Denver, Neky&eattle,
Atlanta and Indianapolis and is soon to be instisdieDulles,
Chicago O’Hare, Houston, and LAX.

The key to applications such as ICMS is thaytban
integrate current technologies and standardizenbeess of
monitoring and controlling airfield systems. ICMBa@provides
a bridge between aged and new equipment, includidg area
augmentation system (WAAS), local area augmentaystem
(LAAS) and multi-lateration. These types of tectogyl provide
significant value to the FAA as they are “turn-kesystems
that can be deployed and installed very quicklyhBps most
importantly, ICMS is also completely scaleable asdsuch it
can
evolve with new technologies that are brought enhairports
of any size or configuration.

In 1961, President John F. Kennedy announcéuéda
special joint session of Congress the ambitious giosending
an American safely to the moon before the end eftigcade.
Though not as exotic or sensational, the stakesgually high
for reshaping the NAS for the 21st century. To eebithis
important and attainable goal, industry and the FAudst again
join closely together to look beyond the existirgibon and
make the changes, large and small, that are neaedsdely and
successfully perform the mission.
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